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Photographer Riebesehl died: The man who was talking cows

He was considered one of the most important representatives of German post-war photography, with series
on North German landscapes and a photo of Joseph Beuys with a bloody nose Heinrich Riebesehl became
famous. Now the artist has died at the age of 72 years.

Tuesday, 11.02.2010 - 17:16 clock

A cow pasture, road signs at a railroad crossing, a lone tractor on the
field: the most famous picture series of the deceased on Sunday

photographer Heinrich Riebesehl usually show everyday views, where
careless passes, who has no eye for the extraordinary in the familiar.

Riebeseh| was not over, he
stopped, looked closely,
chose perspective and
framing - and pressed the
shutter. In this way arose
shots that look familiar at
first glance, looking at
second glance, and in the
series but irritating because
hyper-realistic, rich in detail
and following a clear
concept. For his series on
"people in the elevator"
(1969) he received
international attention, with
the series "Agricultural
Landscapes" (created 1976-1979) he became famous. Even during his
lifetime was regarded as one of the most important German Riebesehi
photo artist.

Born in 1938 in Lathen on the Ems made Riebesehl during his training as
a chemist in 1955 first acquaintance with photography. In 1963 he
began an apprenticeship at the influential photographer Otto Steinert; in
this pericd that the first series on "locomotives" and "happenings”, from
the latter comes his most famous single image: Joseph Beuys with
whipped bloody nose. Later, the portrait series "Faces" (1967-1969) and
"people in the elevator" followed, which took up Riebesehl only a single
day, November 20, 1969, a hidden camera. His elevator passengers had
no idea that they were just part of a work of art - and it is this absent-
minded ignorance, which constitutes the charm of the images.

With its "agricultural landscapes" and the series on "commercial"
Riebesehl was a chronicler of the northern German landscape. For three
years he traveled through Lower Saxony and documented the remodeled
to the work surface by human nature. "About things and not do with the
things pictures", Riebeseh| himself described his style of photography.

Heinrich Riebesehl was from 1984 his knowledge of photographic art as a
university lecturer at the Fachhochschule Hannover to the next-
generation photographer, until he retired in 1997. He has been honored
for his work in many ways, most recently last year with the Lower Saxony
State Prize. The Sprengel Museum in Hanover houses his archive, the
Berliner Galerie Kicken represent him on the art market.

At the age Heinrich Riebesehl suffered from Parkinson's disease. On
Sunday, he died at the age of 72 years.
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